The 3rd order Fresnel lens at Little Sable
emitted a constant white light, but at fixed
intervals would flash a brighter light.
The flash was produced by the rotation
ol the top part of the lens, powered by a
weight driven clockwork mechanism.
This type of lens is very mare.
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James Davenport, the [irst lighthouse

keeper at Little Sable Point, was the

grandson of a Native American chiel,
Chiel Waubojeeg.

J. Arthur Humnter was the longest
serving lighthouse keeper. He started
i 1820 as assistant keeper and was
promoted (o head keeper in 1899, In 1905 he put
glass insulators on a stool he
used while on watch in the tower,
o __..._.n.,__EH being struck by lightning,
He retired in 1922,

From Februrary 15 to March 17, 1906, the
light shone steadily instead of Dashing,
because the clockwork mechanisin was

being repaired.

The original name of the lighthouse
was Petite Pointe au Sable, French for
Little Point of Sand. In 1910 the
official name was changed 1o Linde
Sable Point Light Station.

Also in 1910, Litile Sable Point had a
woman, Mrs. H.G. Hunter, as the
lighthouse keeper for one month, while
the regular lighthouse keeper was on
temporary leave,

Between 1935 and 1939, while D.M. Martin
was the keeper, a delective chimney
caused a lire i the lighthouse dwelling.

There were 1.5 keepers at Little Sable.
The last keeper was Hemry “Hank” Vavrina,
who transferred o Big Sable Point Lighthouse

when Little Sahle was automated.
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Inn 1867 lumbering was the main business in
Golden Township, where Little Sable Point
Lighthouse is located. Since there were few
roads, masi of the lumber was shupped by
boat. Shipwrecks in the area led o calls for
a lighthouse. Ships had very limited
navigational equipmment, so lighthouses were
an mportant contribution to salety,
by enabling mariners to determine their position.
The need for a lighthouse at this
location was Hrst mentioned by the
Lighthouse Board in their 1870 annual
report. Congress approved lunding for
construction of the lighthouse m 1872 and
land was reserved, Plans were dswn by
Major of Engineers, O.M. Poe, and building
began in April of 1873, The crew and
supplies were brought in by boat,
Construction of the 115 tower and
2 1/2 story brick dwelling was completed
in the spring of 1874, The Lght shone
for the [rst tme at the openimg of
mavigation that vear.

Flicen countesy Opeana County Hesorical aml Genealogical Socieiy)
Olidest know pacture of the
Linle Sable Point Light Staticn, ca. 0800

The light was produced by a lamp with three
concentric wicks which imtially burned lard
oil, but later bumed kerosene. A lens made
ol hand-ground glass prisms intensified the

light so it could be seen lor 19 miles ou
o the lake.

In order io make the tower
more visible as a day-mark,
the tower was painted white m May, 18949,

In 1911 the house was enlauged to betier
accommodale the Keepers” growing
families. Dormers on the north and south
sides and windows in the aitic were added.

In 1915 the light was changed to an
incandescent oil vapor lamp, simlar o the
kerosene-buming Coleman Lnterns which

use i mantle. This produced a brighter light.
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Lighthouse keeper, [ Arthor Hunter & wife, Gernice,
with Arthur's sister, Mary, ca, 19K
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Ca 19130
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Keeper, Wallace Hall,

& 1st Assistant, Henrik Chlsen, o, 1923
President Franklin D). Roosevelt abolished
the T1.8. Lighthouse Service m 1939 and
Junsdiction for highthouses was transferred

Lo the 115, Coast Guard.

Elecuacity became available to the
lighthouse in 1954. The Coast Guard then
electrified and automated the Light,
chmmatng the need for a keeper.
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Keeper Henry Vainvrina lefi on December 31, 1934,

anil the following spring the Coast Guard
demolished the keepers' dwelling
and outhuildings.

A land exchayge between the 1S, Federal
Government and the State of Michigan was
approved in 1973, Michigan receved the
deed 1o the lighthouse and land w 1974,

To reduce mamtenance, the Coast Guard
remowved the white paint lrom the tower i 1977,

The Sable Points Liglhthouse Keepers'
Association received a lease from the State
ol Michign in 2005 and restoration began.
[ 2006 the tower was opened to the public.



