Jim Nuzum
Pickerington, OH 43147

September 30, 2004
Dear Mr.Nuzum,
I am working under a grant issued from the State Of
Michigan called Preserving History of the Big Sable
Point Lighthouse in Ludington, Michigan. We are
eagerly searching for previous Lighthouse Keepers’
descendents in hopes to obtain documents and photos
of the Big Sable Point Lighthouse.
I have been given some information that you are the
Great Grandson of Thomas Joseph Bailey, Acting
Keeper of Big Sable Point Lighthouse from October
10, 1888 to July 22, 1889 and Keeper from July 22,
1889 to March 1, 1893.
We are very excited about the possibility that you might be able
to provide us with copies of photographs, correspondences, or
family stories about your grandfather’s life at the Big Sable Point
Lighthouse. We are especially interested in obtaining a photo of
the Lighthouse tower, while bricked, before the tower was steel
cladded in 1900.
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James sent a brief biography of Captain Bailey taken from the History of the Great lakes.
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Since 1986, the Big Sable Point Lighthouse keepers Association has been restoring the
very home in which your grandfather was a keeper and lived. Vacated by the U.S. Coast
Guard in the 1970s, the building was vandalized and badly damaged. I’m pleased to be
able to tell you that, today, the keeper’s quarters in which your grandfather lived, look
much like they did in the late 1800s and early 1900s. If you ever have an opportunity to
travel to Michigan, I’m sure you would thoroughly enjoy visiting the lighthouse.

We would, of course, be happy to reimburse you for any expenses incurred in duplicating
photographs or copying other document. Now that we have nearly completed the
restoration of this historic site, we are beginning to focus our efforts on researching the
history of the lighthouse and the families who lived here. Any pictures or other
information you might provide us about Thomas Joseph Bailey would be treasured by our
organization.
Have you or any member of your family had the privilege to visit Big Sable Point
Lighthouse? We would dearly welcome a visit! I look forward with much anticipation to
hearing from you soon.
Gerry Thornton
Historian for SPLKA
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